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239 Delegates 

26 Countries and 6 Continents Represented

90 Papers presented

44 by US authors, 46 by reps from 18 Countries

Conference held every 4 years since 1975

2015 to be in Pittsburgh
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My perceptions of the issues facing USA

- Money (or the lack of it)
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Pre Conference Workshop

Morning – Earthquakes – Chile, Haiti and 
Canterbury

Afternoon – Gravel Road Management
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With concurrent sessions (and only one of me) 
hard to report back on many of the topics

-I attended mainly the Pavement Management 
sessions

-Also attended the stabilisation sessions when 
possible
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Many of the topics I attended have been 
covered by our key note speaker – Ken 
Skorseth

New Zealand lead the way in many areas

Envious of standard systems like RAMM and 
dTims

A luxury brought about by our small size – not 
50 states 
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Accelerating Technology and Innovation Deployment

Every Day Counts is designed to identify and deploy 
innovation aimed at shortening project delivery, enhancing 
the safety of our roadways, and protecting the environment.

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/everydaycounts/

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/everydaycounts/�
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“Every Day Counts is not about inventing the next “big 
thing.” It’s about taking effective, proven and market ready 
technologies and getting them into widespread use. 

By advancing 21st century solutions, we can improve safety, 
reduce congestion and keep America moving and
competitive.”

EXAMPLE:
Ancient Secrets, Modern Science: 
Geosynthetic Reinforced Soil (GRS) 
Integrated Bridge System (IBS)
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Component 1: Reinforced Soil Foundation

GRS–IBS is a form accelerated bridge construction that lowers cost, 
slashes construction time, improves durability, and increases safety —
all at the same time. For budget–challenged Federal, State, and local 
transportation agencies, that is a life-saver.
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Component 2: GRS Abutment

GRS–IBS technology uses alternating layers of compacted granular fill 
material and fabric sheets of geotextile reinforcement to provide support 
for the bridge. GRS-IBS also provides a smooth transition from the bridge 
onto the roadway, and alleviates the "bump at the bridge" caused by 
uneven settlement between the bridge and approaching roadway
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Component 3: GRS Approach

• Reduced construction time and cost, with costs reduced 25 to 60 percent from 
conventional construction methods. 
• Easy to build with common equipment and materials; easy to maintain because 
of fewer parts.
• Flexible design that’s easily modified in the field for unforeseen site conditions, 
including utilities, obstructions, existing structures, variable soil conditions, and 
weather.
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Summary

To me it is all about information sharing and 
networking.

All the best information we can find from 
around the world is on www.roads.co.nz
Help us to keep it current and share with us 
anything that you can find.

http://www.roads.co.nz/�
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